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Background

With the support from its 17,500 members in Vancouver, Calgary, Edmonton, Toronto, Ottawa and Montréal the Women’s Executive Network is Canada’s most influential female audience and the country’s leading organization dedicated to the advancement and recognition of executive-minded women in the workplace.  

Since 1997, WXN has expanded rapidly by launching a number of cutting-edge programs designed to meet the needs of the growing number of female managers and executives.  One such program is the WXNWisdom Peer Mentoring program, launched in 2005 to outstanding reviews.  To build on the success of WXNWisdom and to provide aspiring female executives with female mentors and role models, in 2007 WXN introduced the ground-breaking WXNWisdom Top 100 Mentoring Program.


Since its inception, over 1000 protégées have participated in the WXNWisdom Top 100 Mentoring program.  Drawing on the experience and talents of our Canada’s Most Powerful Women: Top 100 Award Winners, WXNWisdom Top 100 Mentoring gives high-potential young women the opportunity to take their careers to the next level through a one-year structured program.  

The WXNWisdom Top 100 Mentoring Program matches Top 100 Winners with women who are looking for the opportunity to be mentored by the most successful and influential women in Canada. Throughout a 9-month period, program protégées benefit from three classroom sessions on topics such as leadership and career strategy; four one-hour meetings with their mentors to discuss their objectives and milestones; and, peer networking opportunities through social events throughout the program. Delivered by top business professionals from the Beedie School of Business (SFU), and regional business and executive professionals, the classroom sessions take place in Vancouver, Calgary, Toronto, and Ottawa.
Benefits of the WXNWisdom Top 100 Mentoring Program







          

· Acquire new skills and knowledge to better compete for executive positions.

· Build an extensive network of peers from across Canada.

· Receive advice and counsel to help evaluate career goals as well as establish a career path.

· Develop new skills and knowledge to enhance career progression including networking skills.

· Gain access to WXN community and professional development activities.

· Benefit from knowledge transfer from one of the most powerful women in Canada.

· Build confidence in your own potential and abilities.
· Opening Wine and Cheese reception with WXNWisdom Top 100 Mentoring program protégées, mentors, partners and WXN Advisory Board members to engage networking.
· Three in-class sessions presented by top business professionals from the Beedie School of Business (SFU), and special guests. 
Complimentary WXN membership. With your successful application, enjoy the benefits of WXN as the membership fee (of $150.00) is waived. 
· Be part of a community of like-minded women: Connect with a network of 19,000 professional women in Canada and Ireland.
· Be inspired professionally: Engage in WXN’s Speaker Series Events, WXNWisdom Mentoring Programs, Canada’s Most Powerful Women: Top 100 Summit and Awards Gala and other special events.
· Stay informed of current business trends and challenges: Receive e-invitations, newsletters and exclusive content at wxnetwork.com, where members go to share topical debates and discussions.
· Receive professional guidance and support: Join one of the WXNWisdom Mentoring programs offered in seven markets across Canada and learn how to manage your work/life balance, navigate your career path and plan for success.
· Gain access to an exclusive network: Receive an invitation to join our members-only LinkedIn group for networking and discussion and enjoy member pricing for all of WXN’s events and programs.
· Be part of the next generation of female leaders: We are the home of Canada's Most Powerful Women: Top 100 Awards. WXN represents women’s career interests by advocating and facilitating the increased representation of women in senior management and board positions.

Conditions of Eligibility
-The applicant must be either working full/part time or enrolled in a post-graduate program at a university or college.

-The applicant must demonstrate that she would benefit from this mentoring program.  

1. Mentor Selection Process

You will be required to complete a Mentor Selection Questionnaire that will provide more information on who you would like to be matched with; either in face-to-face meetings or by e-mentoring. This will be sent to you electronically after your application has been submitted and you will be able to indicate information regarding the sector, organization, professional background and personal qualities you would like to see in your mentor. All successful candidates are notified of their matches in accordance to their date of acceptance; with a first come, first served policy. As a result, we strongly recommend you submit your application early.
2. Application Deadlines 

Applications will be available in November online (www.wxnetwork.com). We strongly urge you to apply early to ensure you receive the mentor most applicable to you.
Deadlines for the 2016 WXNWisdom Top 100 Mentoring program intake are as follows:  
- November 2015: Applications open online. (Notified of acceptance as applications are received)
- November 2015 – January 29 2016: Early bird rate of $1725 is applicable for all applications received. 
- March 2016: Mentor Selection Process begins. Reminder: the mentor matching process occurs in correspondence to the date of application.
- April 1, 2016: Final deadline for applications and/or bursary application (Notified of acceptance by April 15). Date may be extended. 
All applications will be accepted through our website (www.wxnetwork.com) electronically. If you require assistance, please email wisdom@wxnetwork.com.

A confirmation email will be sent to you within one week of receipt of your application.  Should you not hear from us within this period, please contact 416.361.1475 ext. 246.


Application Form 

WXN suggests that you apply online, however if this is not applicable, you may apply by emailing or mailing the following application.

The application for the WXNWisdom Top 100 Mentoring program consists of the Checklist, Personal Information, Statement of Interest and ONE Recommendation Letter.  

I.  Checklist
Check off each item to ensure you have completed all components of the application package.  Sign and date this form.

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Checklist (this page)

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Personal Information (pages 5-9)

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  If you are a part/full time student – one (1) transcript from your current program.  Note: If you are emailing your application, you may send your transcript by mail separately


 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Statement of Interest (page 10)

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  ONE (1) Recommendation Letter (page 11) This can be from your current or former direct supervisor, faculty member or a client who is familiar with your work. We will also accept this from a senior member of your company, faculty member or a client who can speak to your leadership experience and potential. 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
   Mentoring Program Protégée Profile (page 12-13)
 FORMCHECKBOX 
   Mentor Matching Questionnaire  (page 14- 15)

Declaration:

I hereby declare that all of information provided in the WXNWisdom Top 100 Mentoring Program application is complete and true in every respect, and that I have answered all questions applicable to me in this application.

       Executed at      ,      , this       day of      , 20     .

   (CITY, PROVINCE, DAY, MONTH, YEAR)

       Signature:       ________________________________

  (For electronic application, please include your initials only)
II. Personal Information
Name in full:


FAMILY NAME




FIRST, MIDDLE AND OTHER NAMES

Please indicate your age group:

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 < 27 years            FORMCHECKBOX 
 27 – 29 years       FORMCHECKBOX 
 30 – 34 years      FORMCHECKBOX 
 35 – 39 years     

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 40 – 44 years        FORMCHECKBOX 
 45 – 49 years       FORMCHECKBOX 
 50 – 54 years      FORMCHECKBOX 
 55 +

Asked for the purposes of ensuring the best mentor-protégée match

Mailing address:

     
NUMBER AND STREET







     





     



     
CITY/TOWN 





PROVINCE


  POSTAL CODE

 

     





     
TELEPHONE (work) 




E-MAIL

      FORMTEXT 

     





ALTERNATE TELEPHONE NUMBER (home or cell phone – please indicate)


Educational History: 
Post-secondary or university level (List planned or most recent studies first)

1. 
     
NAME OF INSTITUTION




     



     



     
CITY/TOWN



PROVINCE/STATE


COUNTRY 

      FORMTEXT 

     
 / 




      / 
START DATE (MM/YYYY)



GRADUATION DATE (MM/YYYY)

     





     
FIELD OF STUDY




SPECIFY DEGREE OR CERTIFICATE RECEIVED OR EXPECTED

2. 

     
NAME OF INSTITUTION




     



     



     
CITY/TOWN



PROVINCE/STATE


COUNTRY 

      /      




      /      
START DATE (MM/YYYY)



GRADUATION DATE (MM/YYYY)

     





     
FIELD OF STUDY




SPECIFY DEGREE OR CERTIFICATE RECEIVED OR EXPECTED

3. 

     
NAME OF INSTITUTION




     



     



     
CITY/TOWN



PROVINCE/STATE


COUNTRY 

      /      




      /      
START DATE (MM/YYYY)



GRADUATION DATE (MM/YYYY)

     





     
FIELD OF STUDY




SPECIFY DEGREE OR CERTIFICATE RECEIVED OR EXPECTED

Employment History

List current or most recent first

     
EMPLOYER

     
TITLE

      /      





      /      
DATES WORKED FROM (MM/YYYY)



TO (MM/YYYY)

2. 

     
EMPLOYER




     
TITLE

      /      





      /      
DATES WORKED FROM (MM/YYYY)



TO (MM/YYYY)

3. 

     
EMPLOYER




     
TITLE

      /      





      /      
DATES WORKED FROM (MM/YYYY)



TO (MM/YYYY)

List of Significant Accomplishments (Academic and/or professional)

     
     
     
     
     
List of Leadership and Volunteer Experience
Provide examples of your leadership accomplishments and/or volunteer experience
Leadership/volunteer accomplishment




Duration (yyyy – yyyy)

     








      FORMTEXT 

     
 –  

     








      –      
     








      –      
     








      –      
     








      –      
     








      –      
List of Awards or Scholarships

List the most recent awards/scholarships first

Award/Scholarship






Date received (mm/yyyy)

     








      /       

     








      /      
     








      /      
     








      /      
     








      /      
     








      /      
How did you hear about this program?

     
     
     
     
     
III. Statement of Interest


Please answer the following questions: Why are you pursuing this mentorship program?  How would the mentoring program contribute to your professional and/or academic development?  What are your future goals? 

*The statement must be no longer than 500 words.  

     
IV. Recommendation Letter 

Please fill out your information and responses outlined in the following three questions. Once finished, please return to the applicant who will submit this form with her entire application package.

    
NAME 









     
EMPLOYER

     
TITLE

     
APPLICANT’S NAME

     









      /       /      
SIGNATURE (For electronic application, please include your initials only)


DATE (day, month, year)
1. In what capacity and how long have you known the applicant?

     
2. In what way would the mentoring program contribute to the applicant’s professional and/or academic development?
     
3. Why do you think we should choose this applicant?

     
2016 WXNWisdom Top 100 Mentoring Program Protégée Profile

In order to assist your mentor and to provide an introduction of your skills, experience, goals and objectives, we request that the following Protégée Profile be completed and returned with your application. The Protégée Profile information will be directed to your mentor in preparation for your mentoring sessions once you are successfully placed in the program.

Name:

Current Title / Place of Work:

Business Tel:

E-Mail: 

	Please provide a brief (max 100 words) personal biography… 




	Why do you believe that you will benefit from this program?

( 




	What outcomes are you anticipating from this program? 

( 

( 

( 

( 




	What are 3 obstacles that are of concern to you that you would like to discuss during the program and with your mentor?

( 

( 

( 




Frequently Asked Questions

Q:  Deadlines for the 2016 WXNWisdom Top 100 Mentoring program intake are as follows:  
      - November 2015: Applications open online. (Notified of acceptance as applications are received)

- November 2015 – January 29 2016: Early bird rate of $1725 is applicable for all applications received. 

- March 2016: Mentor Selection Process begins. Reminder: the mentor matching process occurs in correspondence to the date of application.
- April 1, 2016: Final deadline for applications and/or bursary application (Notified of acceptance by April 15). Date may be extended. 
Q:  Where do I send my application?
      A:  All applications will be accepted through our website (www.wxnetwork.com) electronically. If you require assistance, please email wisdom@wxnetwork.com. 
Q:  Will I be matched with one of the mentors of my choice?  

     A:  When provided with the Mentor Matching Questionnaire, please provide input for your favoured mentor. While you may have a mentor you wish to me matched with, you do not choose one mentor specifically. This allows WXN to find the best match for you from a range of inspiring women, based on the answers you provide on this questionnaire and the availability of mentors. While WXN will try its best to fulfill your requests, we cannot guarantee this.  
Q:  What if my mentor is located in another city? 

      A:  You can choose to be e-mentored by having meetings on the phone and correspondence by email. Due to travel schedules, these e-mentoring matches often end up meeting face to face at least once during the program.

Q:  Are the mentoring dates flexible? 

      A:  While the classroom dates are fixed, you and your mentor can work out a schedule that is most convenient for both of you. 

Mentor Matching Questionnaire
Protégée Name:
(Please print) 
1.  Which location do you prefer for your classroom sessions*?

(  Toronto   






(  Ottawa





(  Vancouver   





(  Calgary  




*Please note that depending on the number of applicants in each city, some classroom session locations may be combined.

2. Please answer the following questions regarding who you would prefer to be matched with:

Location: 

  

( Local Mentor to your City



( Long-Distant Mentor

** Please note: As matching is completed in accordance to application date, this option may not be feasible when completing the mentor matching.

Desired Sector:

( Private 




( Public



( Not-for-Profit

( Government



( Other ________________________

Desired Field:

	( Finance


	( Consulting or Professional Services

	( Corporate Communications 


	( Directorship

	( Arts and Entertainment

	( Retail

	( Marketing, Advertising or Public Relations
	( Telecommunications


	( Sales


	( Tourism or Hospitality 

	( Education


	( Recruitment or Human Resources


	( Law or Legal 


	( Transportation or Shipping

	( Energy, Metals and Mining, Oil & Gas, Utilities

	( Military 

	( Other ____________________________
	


Desired Top 100 Winner Category: Please see https://www.wxnetwork.com/awards-criteria/ for all category descriptions.

	( Entrepreneurs 


	( Public Sector Leaders

	( Future Leaders 


	( Trailblazers and Trendsetters

	( Champions


	( Arts and Communications

	( Professionals


	( Corporate Executives

	( Corporate Directors


	( Hall of Fame



Additional Information: Please note any additional information you think may be helpful when completing your mentor match. These may include personal and professional qualities. 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
While WXN will try its best to fulfill your requests, we cannot guarantee you will be matched with your desired mentor based on the matching done in accordance to application date.  

                       Platinum Partner                            Official Education Partner   	          





 Gold Partners   	                                                   Silver Partners     
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